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SUBJECT: SPANISH GOVERNMENT ASKS FOR ASSISTANCE IN BUDGET TECHNIQUES 

1. THE FISCAL STUDIES INSTITUTE (IFS) OF THE SPANISH 
MINISTRY OF FIANCE WOULD LIKE TO MAKE AN EXTENSIVE, 

ON THE SPOT STUDY OF US BUDGET AND CONTROL MECHANISMS. 

THE SPANISH GOVERNMENT BELIEVES THAT ITS BUDGET PROCESS 
AND CONTROL MECHANISM ARE DEEICIENT, AND EOR THIS REASON 
THE GOS WISHES TO STUDY IN DETAIL THE US SYSTEM. SPANISH 
OFEICIALS OF IFS ARE NOW ALSO STUDYING FRENCH SYSTEM. 

2. IFS IS NOT INTERESTED IN AN ACADEMIC APPROACH. IT 
WOULD LIKE TO SEND A TEAM TO WASHINGTON TO MEET EOR 
APPROXIMATELY TEN DAYS WITH US EXPERTS IN TREASURY, 0MB, 

GAO AND IN STATE LEVEL GOVERNMENT (LATTER INCLUDING 
EDUCATION BUDGET). IFS EXPERTS HOPE TO BE ABLE REVIEW 
ACTUAL BUDGET DOCUMENTS AND BUDGET CONTROL STUDIES 
(I.E. GAO CRITIQUES). 
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3. EMBASSY BELIEVES THIS REQUEST EOR ASSISTANCE TO BE 
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AN IMPORTANT OPPORTUNITY TO DEMONSTRATE USG HELPFULNESS 
IN A TECHNICAL AREA OE IMPORTANCE TO THE SPANISH 
GOVERNMENT. GOS HAS HIGH EXPECTATIONS THAT AMERICAN 
EXPERTS CAN HELP WITH EXPERIENCE THAT MAY BE AVAILABLE 
WHEN OVERHAULING SPANISH BUDGET SYSTEMS. IF VISIT 
CAN BE ARRANGED, SPANISH ACCEPT THAT THEY WILL PAY ALL 
OP THEIR OWN EXPENSES. 

4. ACTION REQUESTED: WE WOULD APPRECIATE DEPARTMENT 
CONTACTING IPS REP, lESUS PALACIOS, NOW IN NEW YORK 
AS A GOS DELEGATE TO THE UN, POR FURTHER DETAILS AND 
TO DETERMINE WHETHER A LATER VISIT BY A TEAM OP IPS 
EXPERTS CAN BE ARRANGED. PALACIOS CAN BE CONTACTED 
IN NEW YORK THROUGH THE SPANISH MISSION TO THE UN, 

OR DIRECRLY AT THE HOTEL DOVER (TEL. 335-0100). 
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